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Hi Everyone
 
I trust this finds you well and that you have managed to get outside at least for a while and
to enjoy some of the lovely sunshine Auckland has been blessed with today!
 
George was rostered to preach at church this weekend, and he’s written a short reflection
for us instead. It’s based on this Sunday’s epistle reading, which is:
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good. (Romans 12: 9-21 NRSV)

These are certainly familiar verses, but the instruction which really stood out to me this time
around was to ‘weep with those who weep’. We don’t have to look too far to find people who
are weeping these days. There has been no shortage of suffering people on our TV screens
in the past week. And we probably all personally know people for whom life is hard at the
moment.

To weep with those who weep is to imitate Christ. There’s a story in the Gospel of John
where Jesus goes to visit the family of a man who has died. We read that Jesus was ‘deeply
moved in spirit and troubled’. Jesus enters into their grieving with them. And it’s here that we
find two words which make up the shortest verse in English translations of the Bible. They
are: ‘Jesus wept’.

What happens next is that Jesus actually raises the man from the dead. So even though he
knew he would bring him back to life, we find Jesus – God in human form – crying with the
family. For me it’s such a powerful reminder that while God is always bigger than our
circumstances, he’s also right there with us in them.

Let us weep with those who weep. Jesus weeps with them, too.

Hopefully this is the last weekend of the Level 3 Lockdown for Auckland, with the move to
Level 2 expected very soon.  If we are able to meet in person (albeit with a limit of 10 per
service), we will let you know later in a separate email once Bishop Ross has confirmed
arrangements for the Diocese.
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Please take care of yourselves and God bless

Debbie


